Examples of 'Inspiring the Learner Journey' Volume 13, Issue 3 contains four articles which collectively address some key issues of the learner's journey. Morton et al. start at the beginning of the journey and explore ways in which, as members of a national pilot project, they recognize that the journey starts before the student arrives. They conclude that careful interventions at this stage will ease the transition from school or college to the very different expectations placed on students when they study at degree level, thus helping them to develop the self-confidence to engage and learn effectively.
During the journey one of the key characteristics of many built environment programmes is interdisciplinary project work. MacLaren et al. argue that the ability to operate as part of an inter-disciplinary team is now fundamental to many built environment professions, particularly those working in the design stages. Through exploration of case studies, they conclude that, for students to successfully learn such skills within the HEI environment, the many challenges can only be overcome by adoption of a mindset which is willing to embrace risk and risk failure; this may be difficult within highly structured institutional frameworks.
Towards the end of the journey most undergraduates are asked to undertake research; for many this is daunting. Tucker et al, investigated how to better prepare students for this challenge and discovered a mismatch between the actual and perceived benefits from the student perspective. As a result they developed a 'gradual learning journey' over three years combined with greater awareness raising of the benefits of research skills for success.
Finally, it is recognised that for some the journey is on-line, not face to face. E-learning is increasing and Moore and Fisher's article explores some of the difficulties that are faced by academics asked to support this type of learning, which calls for very different approaches to those which work in a classroom setting. Motivation was found to be a key issue and the article explores practical ways in which this was successfully addressed within their University department.
Collectively, the articles present well developed initiatives from which, as a community of practice, we hope we can all learn. We commend them to you and look forward to further developing links between CHOBE and IJCER.
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